
Spot l ight  on
Cockey  lamps
These ‘art nouveau’ style

light standards with their
distinctive leaf pattern

were made by Cockey of Frome
for gas, later converted to elec-
tricity, and are unique to Frome.
Some of the lamps are now list-
ed as being of architectural
importance.

These lamps are such an impor-
tant part of Frome’s heritage that
Frome Town Council has pho-
tographed and recorded 70 of the
remaining lamps within the town. 

Photographs of all the lamps
can be viewed on our web site
www.frome-tc.gov.uk , then click
on “community information”.

Please have a look and if you
know of any more lamps that we
have missed, let us know so that
we can add them to our records.

Lewis Cockey came from a long
established family of clock
makers, and first came to Frome
in 1685, where he began casting
church bells; at least 62 bells in
the surrounding areas are known
to have been cast by Cockey.

Later the family diversified, and
in the early 19th Century began
casting for the Gas industry.
Thanks to Cockey, Frome had gas
street lighting as early as 1831.
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Young people take centre
stage at  joint  tw inning 

event  in Chateau Gont ier 
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Youth was very much
the focus of this year’s
Town Twinning meet-

ing held in June as towns-
people from Frome, Rabka
and Murrhardt were wel-
comed by hosts in Chateau
Gontier.

Frome Twinning Association
members met up with many inter-
national friends made over years
of social twinning activities.  In
addition, this year the delegations
from each of the four twin towns
included Youth Ambassadors.
These young people met to dis-
cuss how they would like to see
twinning develop over the com-
ing years.

One of the many issues dis-
cussed was the best time of year

to hold the annual twinning meet-
ing that Frome will host next year
to enable more teenagers and
families with school age children
to join in.

Mayor of Frome, Cllr. Helen
Sprawson-White, led Frome’s
civic delegation and recognises
the problem first hand. “June and
July are increasingly difficult for
families and young people to
travel due to school commitments
and exams.  We agreed that the
late May Bank Holiday would be
the best option for all the towns
next year,” she said.

The Youth Ambassadors con-
firmed that they wanted youth
culture including music to
become the focus for more twin-
ning activity. And this will be a
key part of the long weekend in

May 2011 when the Twinning
Quadripartite comes to Frome.

Cllr. Sprawson-White contin-
ued, “We want to ensure that twin-
ning activities which are funded
by public money include as many
people as possible. I especially
want to encourage Frome’s Polish
community to get involved.”

Right: Youth Ambassadors
from the four twin towns
meeting in Chateau Gontier.

Committee Venue Time

Jul 27 Tue Policy & Finance Committee Palmer Street Office 18:30

Aug 5 Thur Planning Committee Palmer Street Office 18:30

Aug 26 Thur Planning Committee Palmer Street Office 18:30

Sept 1 Wed Policy & Finance Committee Palmer Street Office 18:30

Sept 7 Tue Civic Affairs Sub-Committee Palmer Street Office 17:30

Sept 15 Wed Full Council Selwood School 19:00

Sept 16 Thur Planning Committee Palmer Street Office 18:30

Oct 6 Wed Recreation & Properties Committee Palmer Street Office 19:00

Oct 7 Thur Planning Committee Palmer Street Office 18:30

Oct 14 Thur Christmas Spectacular Sub Committee Palmer Street Office 18:00

Oct 19 Tue Policy & Finance Committee Palmer Street Office 18:30

Oct 28 Thur Planning Committee Palmer Street Office 18:30

All meetings are open to the public and there is always an opportunity to speak.

Date
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